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A Glance at Pending Schemes
Before the Legislature.

INSIDE WORKINGS OFTHK COMMITTKKS

The Coming Contest oil the
Costigaii Bill.

Ab Outbreak of ActiTily in the Lobby and
"Advisory" Men.

#Albany, Feb. 20, 1875.
The Interest manifested In the CoBtigaa enactmentmast not take the eyes of our citizens from
Uier Important measures now pending before the

legislature. A volume of bills have been introduced,many of which, no doubt, will be thrown
out ander the operations of the constitutional
amendments, and others irom the mere lorce of
pttblio opinion and popular agitation.

THE LOBBY.
Gentlemen of an "advisory" tnrn of mind.a new

title lor the lobby.nave bad a very active presencem Albany during the past week. Whispers
of bargain, sale and bribery begin to taint the air.
With bated breath and careful intonation these
minors are careiully circulated. Tncse whisperingswere first heard during the Senatorial fight,
bat now they assume larger proportions. A
"black horse cavalry*' force of thirty mem-
bers la said to be thoroughly organized and
equipped for action, ready to kill or carry any
measure. One of our New York officials is said to
bave collected irom his subordinates $e,ooo, to
use in the Judiciary Committee for the lurttiering
of a pet bill. This statement I have from tiie best
authority. Many important bills are now before
this committee. 1 know nearly every man comprisingit, and can vouch for their Integrity and
ability. Mr. Waehuer, of Mew York, iB chairman,

young man who has exhibited considerable
ability during his legislative experience, and who
is not likely to forfeit his reputation at the bright
opening of his political career. The other membersare Messrs. Kennaday, Hammond. Benedict,
fiessar, Shlel, Prince, Vedder and Struble. It Is a
strong and thoroughly intelligent committee, and
the arduous duties they tiave in hand will, no

Houbt, be conscientiously performed.
BILLS HANGING KIRK.

i'bere are a number of bills in commtttco which
ought to be reported and pushed through at once.

They aim at necessary rclormsand Improvements.
The introduction or a bill and its mention in the
Journals of the day certainly redound to the
credit of a member; but the people, alter the
present session closes, possibly may want to know
what ultimately became of the measure. Was it
mothered In committee, or did it come Tor thoroughargument ana light of day before the whole
Legislature V It is certainly wise to brighten the
memory 01 the public occasionally upon tnose
measures. We have several lieiore the Legislaturenow. Amoug them might be mentioned lue
following:.

Jir. J. W. smith's Gas bill, providing lor the protectionof consumers.
Mr. Struble's Pro Kata Freight bill.
Mr. Staui's bill repealing the law giving the Seventhregiment a valuable piece oi ground ou Madisonavenue upon winch to erect an armory.
Mr. Costigau's bill to abolish privileges accorded

to the Daily Register newspaper.
Mr. Worth's and Mr. Silverman's bil s reducing

tbe rate ol lorriate upon Hast ltiver terries.
Mr. T. (J. Campbell's bill increasing the head

money on emigrants from (1 £>o to $2 each,
Mr. Davis' Canal bill guarding against iraud and

robbery in the management of tite canals.
In my opinion all these bills should pass, and ir

they are defeated it would be well lor the public lo
study the elements and means resorted to lor the
purpose of ensuring such a result. 1

RAPID 1KANSIT LEGISLATION.
There are cniy two bills as yet introduced tendingto soive the difficult problem 01 rapid trausit

in New Yoric city. One has been presented by
Senator Moore and tne other by Asscmuiyinan
John W. smith. The points and aims ol botu
those enactments have been lully explained in
the Herald. Mr. Smith's proposition, to my
mind, la the better of the two, and will merit
more lavorabie consideration.

the elevated railroad scheme.
The bill sent here by the owners and incorporatorsof the Greenwich street Klevated Uuilroad

Com puny, I have ucen informed, will be withdrawnlor amendment, it was referred to the
Railroad Committee, of which Mr. Maokin, of
Dutchess, is chairman, and originally Introduced
in the House by Mr. F. W. .reward and in the .Senateby Mr. Madden. Ventilation ol the matter hits
probably caused this change of irom by trie gentlemenbehind the bill. If it had become law as
introduced this company would have had a monopolyof the principal cross-town streets in New
York city for their railroad tracks. I must do
both the gentlemen who introduced the bill the
simple Justice to stu.ie that 1 do not turn* they
were at all aware ol the great powers which it
conferred U it became a law.

a mo soiiemk by tllk insurance interest.
The insurance Committee o( the House have

now before them a bill which requites very carefulexamination. It allows "officers and commissionedagents of Are insurance companies incorporatedunder the laws ol' the State 01 New Vork,
or duly authorized t>r the Insurance Department,
to transact the business of fire insurance in this
State, to organize in any city o< tnis state lor Uie
purposes named In this act, bodies corporate to
l>e known as boards 01 underwriters." rue bill
then goes on to say that '-the purposes of sucn incorporationshall be to inculcate just and equitableprinciples in the business ol'lire insurance;
to estahiisn and maintain among tneir members
nnilormity in policies or contracts of lusurance, and
to acquire, preserve and disseminate valuable inlorinationrelative to the business in which they
are engaged, and to establish a system 01 patrol
or detectives, ana maintain apparatus lor the protectionor Me and property at nres." To pay expenses01 this Board the bill specifies that eacn
InHiimnpA r.niiiniinv shj.ll lurnlsh unnunllv a mar#..

meut ot [tie aggregate amount 01 premiums receivedtor property where suon company is located.
The amount 01 expense must not exceed more
than two per cent on toe aggregaie ot premiums.
Tdts latest close corporation insurance scheme
and raid apon policy holders (as It is they, no
doubt, wtio will be competed to pay these expenses)deserves sometmnjl more than a casual
examination beiore action is taken upon it by tne
committee.

THE UNION KERRY COMPANY MONOPOLY.
A bill is here in the committee 01 Commerce and

Navigation by which the Union Ferry Company
seek to obtain possession 01 piers L, 2, a aud 4
East River. The piers are now solely occupied by
canal boats and tugs, and ti this enactment passes
It is understood they will be compelled to go
further up the river or procecd to the Atlantic
Basin, by which great additional expense and inconveniencewill be incurred. The bill narrows
the contest down between those Interests, with
tbe chances strongly In iavo'r 01 the ierrj corn<pany.f MR. DAVIS AND THB "CANAL RING."
Tbe late light over the costigan bill, in which

Mr. Davis, 01 Washington, took such a prominent
part, will throw some impediments in this gentleman'slegislative raid on the canal interest. Mr.
Davis (who is a democrat) led tne oppositionto the bill, and in the flnai
struggle carried only six or his party with
him. The majority are incensed at his action, and
now threaten 10 defeat all bills m Limim-pd hv nun.

Tbe gentleman has rntuie a study 01 tnose canal
matiers. it Is saia that hundreds ot thousands of
dollars have oeen stolen irom the .state by contractorsand officials along the line of tne oanais
during ihe pant llfteen years. The machinery tor
regulating canals is so complicated under tnc
present laws that It is almost impossible to trace
responsibility or the parties wno nave thus betrayedthe trusts imposed in tnem. In view oi
these (acts, Mr. Davis has drawn up a bill winch
simplifies the canal system and under winch officialpeculation can easily be detectea. Tne course
o( Mr. Davis on ilie Costig.tn mil ought to have
nothing to do with this matter. No duuDt exists
Id the minds or the public that the state has been
robbed in canal management, and 11 this bill
can root out tue evils complained of it certainly
ought to pass.

TUB CRUELTY TO CHILDREN BILL.
This measure will probably never be heard from

again. The storm raised by tbe press ana people
against Its passage as a sectarian and unnecessarymeasure has given It the death blow. Mr.
Alvoru's motion taKes it out 01 the Judiciary Committeeand sends it belore the Committee on Central,Local and Bpeclal Lawa.

NEXT WEEK'S CONTEST.
Some anuanai moves will be developed on the

political chess board next week in connection
with the Costlgan bill. Tuesday brings back onr
distinguished legislator* irom town and coantry.
Until tnen we nave comparative rest and recreationIn Albany.

THE COSTIGAN BILL.

WHAT PUBLIC MEN THINK OF THE MEASURE.

BTBONO ARGUMENTS IN 1TB VATOB.
It ii doubtful whether public interest nas ever

ItAPIl (HAM AAnAant*D»A<i In l«a>ala

me movement ttaan tl la noir In ibe Ale or Uie
Corns»n bill. It la alio a matter of gray# (lonbt
wnemer, uetwten OiewiupeJit of Utf MkM*..

NEW YORK
i.

.Mill , mM

lature, on Wednesday, and Its reassembling on

Thursday, pipe-layers, wire-pullers and lobbyists
generally were ever more energetic or systematic
in weir wort, ice nnat passage 01 me out

by the Assembly caused no greater sensationIn Albany uian It did In Xew York. For toe

past few days, in laci ever slnoe the result was

made known, tne Costlgan bill has been tne pet
theme oi conversation among all classes, and,
apparently, all conditions oi men. The poor man,
the laborer, seems to leel that U this bill, passing
the senate, is not vetoed by the Governor, many
or the projected designs lor the Improvement of
our pnbllo parks and highways will be carried
out, giving him steady employment and a
bire worthy of In* toll. the rich man
seems to feel that by the employment of the now
idle, bnt wouUl-ue industrial classes, more money
would be pnt in active circulation, wMcb, passing
from band to hand, woald eventually reach *'tlie
stieet" and render financial matters more unllormiybalanced there.

AT DEI.MONJCO'R.
Delmonlco's, corner of Broadway and Chambers

street, was over-crowded last night bv a large
gathering of representative business men and
politicians, all of whom seemed interested in the
tin;il passage of the bill.

Mlc will institute a regular home rule," said one.
"U will relieve tbe money market," said another.
"And, what la better than all," aald a tnird

party, "it will remove Green."
Tlie following queries were put by a Hhrald reporterto tbe parties who uttered tbe sentiments

given above:.
"What do you mean by tbe limitation of home

rule f"
"1 mean the city's power to control ItRelf; tbe

city divorced from rings and cliques at Albany;
the city independent of State legislation or the
Governor's veto; the citizens of Mew York city,
acting through a Mayor legally appointed, designatingwho are and who are not worthy to All the
offices subordinate to tUe Mayoralty. That's what
1 mean by home rule."

sbcond query.
"How will the final passage of this bin relieve

the money market
"in thiB wayThere are In and about New

York city a thousand unfinished schemes. The
improvement of our public thoroughfares; the
adornment of our public parks; the completion of
roads, avenues, aqueducts and bridges; the extensionof our docks; the development of our harbor;additional facilities lor education aud art,
and a myriad other projects already conceived,
but never executed, simply on account of tflb
lobbyists at Albany. liow much has tue city paid
lor surveyors, gardeners, architects, Ac., for
these schemes. admirable la general and
Id detail, bat which have never been
carried out r Thousands upon thousands
or dollars.and why have tiiey never been
carried out ? Because one set of lured, and anotherset 01 disinterested, individuals at Albany
would not permit their consummation. Pass the
OOBtigan but aud what will oe the result Y The
city controls itself; unhmshed work will be
pushed lorward to completion: labor will be at a
premium: the enmueers or the Klngsbridgo
project alone would employ 20,000 men all next
summer. And what will be the lssne should the
bill puss, aud the city resolve to Improve Useli ?
The laborer now leaning on his spade idle, discouraged,disconsolate, would find work. Hundredsol men in our unfinished parks, on onr incompletedbridges, about our docks, on our public
streets would be seen actively and energetically
at work: all that dreary, uninhabited region
above Fifty-ninth street, which represents
the abandonment of a great Idea.In a word, all
the dingy, dusky confines which comprehend the
eastern and western sections of oar city woald oe
made to bloom aud blossom like a garden.render
them Inhabitable. But how? Why, by the approIpruition of money to pay oar idle inhabitants lor
public improvements which wlU beautliy the city,
relievo public charities, increase our population,
and most certainly reduce taxation. See how
the people at Harlem and about iUverside Park
have been taxed, year alter year, for projects
whicn, though surveyed, mapped oat and carefully
scnemed, have ucver been undertaken. These
are only a tew examples, i could give you m*uy
others, as could any taxpayer in the city. Put
Idle men at. work and you put money to circu1lation. Where there is the greatest Inuustrv
tnere Is tne greatest wealth. Idleness alone
iT»ut»a dlHnrrlnr. ilistrpsq nnd nftnlr >i

TITIRI) QUERY.
"How," said the Hekai.d reporter to the tliird

party, "will the passage ox the bill remove Mr.
Greeuf'

"liie passage or the bill gives the Mayor the
power or removing all parties under nlm who are
incompetent toiUifll ttieir separate trusts, and of
supplying vacancies with men who are fitted for
their several Dosltions, the Governor or the state
bavins no voice in the selection aud no power to
remove tne Mayor's choice. Governor Tliden'a
sanction or this bill, therefore, provided such
sanction is secured, at once removes Mr. Green
irorn the office ol comptroller, because Mayor
Wiclctiaui tuih appreciates the laci, that his removalwill oalv satisfy the wishes of the majority
or those who placed him in office."

AT TUB HOTKLS.
The Herald reporter, after the above question

had been fnirly put, and, as indicated, warmly
answered, made a tour or the uoteK pausing
alike at the bt. Nicholas, Metropolitan, Grand
Central, Union Square, Fifth Avenue, Hoffman
auu the Wind or. During the closing hours or
yesterday afternoon and toe earlier hours or the
evening the lobbies 01 all these popular resorts
were over-crowded, and it is really remarkable
wiiat a uniformity ol opinion in regard to the uositi<riu> hill «viar.<>rl aminiff the nartlea nssemhlpd
were.
"Tnere seems no doubt," said a member ol the

House to the Hkkald reporter at the Ktlcli venue,
"but tnat me bin will pa** tne Senate, out it may
be vetoed oy tne Governor."

"l)o you think it will surely be vetoed ?" asked
the Herald reporter.
"No, I do uot," was the quick response.
«wuy i"
"Because the head and front of the democrats

ol tins State will scarcely dare to divide the great
party victory, and thus set hostile to himself more
than one-hair ol those who worked night and day
to place biin in power. We are aspiring to tne
Presidency.I mean, of course, the democratic
party U.and 1 don't think Tilden, even admitting
that he has tnrice the atlectlon lor Green t tiat he
Is said to have, would allow a prejudice lor one
man to divide the party that elected mm, and
thus excite the anger ol the warmest of his
lriends."

a oomormncim'a opinion.
A well known Congressman, upon being questionedregarding his views upon the Costigan bill,

answered as loilows"1 am in favor oi tne bUU
but do not take a great deal of interest in it. It
win, prooauiv, pass mo senate; din mo uovernor
will most likely veto it, tarougb bis personal aflectlonlor Mr. lireen."
"But would it be advisable," asked the re*

porter, "lor tbe Governor to veto any Dill through
bis personal leelings toward one man?"
"Certainly not; but, wbile the Governor will

veto it really lor Mr. Green's sake, yet he will give
as it public reason lor bis course that the bill is
antagonistic to tbe constitutional amendments
whicb were passed at tbe last election and which
were planks in the Governor's piatiorm. The bill
will be productive, 1 tuink, or great benefit to tbe
worklngineD. and, by giving employment to a large
number of people, money will oe put into circulationand tbe money market will be relieved."

WHAT COLLECTOR ABTHt'B aATS.
General Arthur, the Collector of the Custom

House, in a conversation with a Ukrald representativeyesterday, said that it seemed to bun
that it made no difference to the republican party
wbetber the Costigan bill passed into a law or not.
The foregone conclusion was that some such bill
would ultimately become law, and mat tue patronageof all tbe city odiccs would belong to the
democrats. As the bill was evideutiy aimed to
remove Mr. Green, it would, no doubt, be a suocessin some shape or another. He had not consideredit particularly, as he was busy with his
otnclal duties. Other oitlcials of the Custom Hottso
generally concurred In this view, and thought an
improper application of the law, if ir should becomeone, would redound to the advanuge or the
republican party.

TAMMANY HALL.

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION.THE QUESTIONS OF BAFID TRANSIT AND

STATE TAXATION.
The committee on Organization of tbe Tammany

Society met yesterday aiternoon at Tammany
Hall, with John Kelly In the chair. The attendancewaa unusually large, owing doubtless to the
fit At that It WAN tlintlffht mnn than nrAhaht* oama

action wonld be taken to view or the late victory
or the party in the passage or tbe "Costigan"
bill in tbe Legislature. This subject, bowever,
did not come np, exoept tn an incidental way,
when it was speedily dismissed. Among tnose presentand who took part in tbe proceedings were
Senator Moore, Assemblymen Daly, Dessar. Costiganand sblelds; Aldermen McCarthy, Ollon, KelUy

'

and Lyaagbt and Messrs. Mclnnes, Delaney, Uale,
Oiney, Martin, Fellows, Boyd and Sheriff Connor.

TATB TAXATION AND CINSDS TAKRR8.
Some routine business having been transacted

tbe question was brought up as to what should be
tbe action or tbe society In tbe matter or tbe state
tax levy. This brought about considerable discussion,during Which the irregularity of the presentsystem or assessment was rreely commented
upon, it being held that the extraordinary quota

Utf wjuiie «0M>iUkl wWcto tbe HJJ l[ott
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bad been op to trie prexent time called upon to
furmith wan unjUHt and nbould bo protected agulnst
by the citizens. Ptnally a special snb-conimutea
wax appolutod :o consider the matter and report
at the next meeting* or the committee. Tbo gentlemenappointed on tho Bnb-committee are
Meti<irH. Fellows, Gale, McMahon, Delaney, Olney
and Martin.
Tim «vnoilinnco t\f fho AFoanlvall/tn ronnmmAnrl.

Ing nominees for appointment ax census takers, to
serve m lie gathering or (lata for and daring the
raiting of the next census, then came up, auu, after
some discussion, was referred to a sub-committee,
composed of Messrs. Martin, Ueianey and Uale.

KA I'll) TRANSIT.
Rapid transit was tbe next matter that was

brought up before tnecommittee. It led to a long
and animated uiscusslon. Several members Held
tne opinion tbat it was tbe duty of tbe city governmentto provide and build a road such as is so
greatly desired, for the reason that It was not
only tiie wish of tbe citizens generally, but for tbe
reason tbat all tno property at the upper end of
tbe island would tuns be made valuable and wouid
greatly contribute to tbe wealth of the city and at
tbe same time diminish the general average or the
burden of taxation.
On the otner side it was contended tbat the city

has no right, and could acquire no right under the
provisions of tbe constitution and the amendmentslately adopted, to construct anr such road,
and tbat ir rapid transit is ever to beootne an accomplishedfact it must oe bv the capital and enterprisebrought to bear at the banus of private
individuals.

It seemed to be the general opinion tbat this Is
a question which tbe Tammany organization, as
the representative of the democratic party,
should take some activc part In, and should, LT a
proper plan is offered which wouid meet witti tbe
approval of tho citizens generally, indorse it and
support it through its representatives ana also by
its lutluence. A sub-committee was finally appointed,on winch are Messrs. Purroy, Fellows,
Lysugnt. Oilon and Boyd. who were Instructed to
consider the matter and report to the committee
at its next meeting. The committee then adjourned.

THE PUBLIC MONEYS.

SHARP CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN COMPTROLLEROREEN AND EX-OBAMBERLAIN PALMER.
The following correspondence has been brought

out by Comptroller Green's lately published report
to the Board of Aldermen:.

National Broadway Bank, >
New Vork, Keb. 19, 1870. J

Ahdrk.w h. r.BKKK, Esq., Comptroller:.
out.ill jfuur cuiuiuuuiunuoil lo ine nouumuie uie

Hoard of Aldermen, published this day, under date
01 February 18, 1875, being your balauee sheetof December.k), 1874. there uppuars anions other debit iieins
the loilowing:.
"Francis A. Palmer (late County Treasurer), $13 333."

Will you have the kindness to inform me at your curliest
convenience what that iudebeduuss is lor, at l am not
aware ot owing the city or county one cent or any
amount. Kespectiuily yodra, F. A. FALMUK.

Citt or Nbw York, i
* Okpabt.mk.nt ot' Financb. >

Couptbollicu'S Umoi, Feb, IW, 1875, )
P. A. r ai.mkk, Ksq.
Hut.Your letter ot the 10th Inst., stating that In the

balance sheet of this department of December 31, 1814,
commuuicated to the Hoard oi Aldermen, there appears
among other debit Items the following"Krancis A.
Palmer (late County Treasurer). $13,3*3:" and requestingto be inloruied what that indebtedness is for, l.i received.
In reply you are informed that the said amount

charged Against you on the bonks ot the Finance DeIpartuient is lor muiievs drawn by you from the county
treasury without a warrant, as follows, via.
December 11, 1872 $10,000 00
May 10, 1873 3,333 33

Total $13,333 83
The matter referred to is fully explained in my communicationto you of February 15, 1873, a copy of which

la herewith enclosed. Respectfully,
AM)Ue.tf b. OHi^BN, Comptroller.

Citt or Nbw York, 1
Dbpaiubknt or Financb, >rnvPTimtivD'u <1 wri.'is h'nh U l<Tl I

To F. A. I'almkh. Esq Cliiel Officer of the Bureau in
the Departmental Finance, "lor the Reception ot all
Moneys Puid Into the reasury of the City and lor the
Payment ot Money on Warrants Drawn by tho Comptrollerana Countersigned by the Mayor:".
Sir.On an examination ot the vouchers Tor payments

accompanying your account current to December 31,1872. 1 find an incomplete patter purporting to be an
affidavit of your own to theetlect thatyou are entitled to
$10,000 aa competition aa County Treasurer. Ibis
paper pceius to have passed through the bank and U returnedas a voucher by you.
The drawing money from the bank by you la this

manner is lorbidaon as unauthorized by law and as a
precedent full of danger. That it Is money drawn by a
public official to pay to himself without any audit or
authority renders the transaction rather more than less
objectionable. You are notified that this amount will
not be credited to you ou the books or mis department,
and it the same has been drawn from the b.ink you nro
required forthwith to replace it In the bank from which
it has been unlawfully fa* en. and you will not charge it
on the books of your bureau, as ihts department will
not in your bureau, nor in any of its bureitus. recognize
the authority, reguinrltv or propriety ol it. Kespectrtilly,

ANDREW H. GRiiKN, Comptroller.

MB. PALMEK's STATEMENT OF THE CASE.
In view of the above correspondence a Herald

reporter last evening called upon Mr. F. A. Palmer
to ascertain wnat construction that gentleman
would put upon Mr. Green's letter, and what, if
any, explanation he bad to offer in regard thereto.

It will be seen, according to tlie statement made
by Mr. Palmer, which is given herewith, that the
Comptroller has not only misstated the facts or
the case as It stands, but has also committed an
error In hie accounts, such as would be a discredit
to a boy who had but. learned the first rudiments
Of book keeping.
Mr. Palmer, when questioned on the subject,

made substantially the following statement:."I
was not a little surprised to see In Mr. Green's
published statement the t>nm of $13,333 33
tuaiKcu agaiuDu uio, IUI i uuu. auu nave, IIU

^knowledge of being indebted to the city
in any such amount. It was lor this reason tnat
I wrote to Mr. tireen asking him lor an explanation.As be put a. it was an imputation on my
honesty and integrity. During the time I bel<l
the oillce of County Treasurer, wUlcti was irom
Jauuary 6, 1872, to May, 1873, the Comptroller
was averse to allowing me to draw anv sum on
account oi the leos which I was entitled to as
compensation lor m.v services. And even while 1
Held the ofllcc oi City Chamberlain 1 could net
nothing irom him in tbe war of salary, and lor
winch, when 1 vacated that position under the
charter, 1 nad to Drmg three suits against him
to recover the amount due me. Wnen 1 settled up
my accounts as County Treasurer, and havingoeen, np to then, unable to obtain
any warrants from ihe Comptroller for
the payment oi my lees, 1, acting nnder
the advice of my counsel, Judge Edmonds, slinpiv
credited tne .iccouuc with tue sum aoove rcierred
to in lull settlement of my claim, as i was told I
had a perfect right to do under the law of 1808,
wmcb clearly and distinctly provides that
every County Treasurer shall be entitled to. aud
have the right to charge as compensation lor his
services, a lee oi one-bail of one per cent on all
moneys either received or paid out by him, ex,cept in the case of tbe Treasurer of the County of
New York. In his case It was provided that
the tees charged snould in no case be
allowed to exceed the sum of $10,000 per annnm.
It will therelore be seen that this sum of $1S.Sj3 33
was only m.v just due for my services during the
nearly seventeen months tnat 1 held tne ofllcc.
As I was the custodian or the county
mnds, 1 had, I was advised, a periect
rignt, in accounting lor tneni, to charge tne
amount In wbicU the county was indebted to
me. L nis was so set lortn in the statement 1 renderedat the time, but of which Mr. dreon now
taKes no notice, in order to serve, as I suppose,
some purpose of lus own. Had 1 owed
the county anything and been applied
to for It I shyuul have ar once paid
it. As ir Is, Mr. Green simply debits
me with this sum. and falls to credit inc with the
amount oi my lees, thus ignoring my services
altogether. I can only account for this action on
tne purt or the Comptroller by reasoning that lu
this manner he is seeking to throw odium upon me.
He knows well, however, or at least 1 think he will
be made to leelat no distant day, that the charge
he thus makes against me is utterly withoui a
shadow oi loundatlon. it is a libel publicly expressed,which I do not feel inclined to submit to.
Steps are now being taken by iuy legal advise is
to brintr the question in a proper lorm beiorts
the courts, when I think the public will have the
opportunity to see to the inllest extent that mere
Is uo louudation whatever lor anv such imputationas Mr. Oreen has made upon my integrity."

THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The Board of Fire Commissioners made quite a
revolution yesterday among the assistant loremenof the several companies. James G. Pettlt,
Assistant Foreman of Engine 22, was transierred
to Engine 37; Assistant James A. Conklin, of Iloolc
and Ladder 17, to Engine 22; Assistant Robert
Wray, of Engines, to Engine 10; Assistant John
A. Mnnger, oi Engine 37. to Engine Assistant
Edward a. Smith, of Engines, to Euginc s; AssistantGeorge Henderson, oi Engine 16, to Engine
13; Assistant Hugh Kittson, of Hook and Ladder
6,io Hook and I<adder.i7; Assistant Ed ward S.
Moore, of Engine 13, to Hook and Ladder u; AssistantEgbert A. Ualloc*, or Chemical Engine 4,
to Hook and Ladder 7; Assistant H. P. Nash, of
Hook and Ladder 7, to Chemical Engine 4. Reside
the above ten privates were transierred to other
companies and Edward li. Leveridge awarded the
building oi the four new aerial ladoer trucks.

MUNICIPAL NOTES.

Mayor Wickham will, in a few days, send a commnnlcatiouto Governor Tnden relative to bis (toe
(iovernorN) request tnat the testimony in the
cases 01 the Corporation Caunsel and tne Fire
Commissioners should be submitted to Dim. It is
believed tnat In this communication the Mayor
will reiterate the sentiments he expressed ki his
now famous reply to the Governor's letter for the
evidence, but will, at the same time, give the erldence under protest, on the ground that he doos
not, as theCbler Magistrate of the city, feel willing
to bring about a deadloe* In the city government
lor a mere difference of opinion as to a technicality
of the law.in oilier words, tnat he is opposed

,.jy vulwUvj wuwfc ww »r«v«ut tty denecr*^
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from reaping rigutfuily the tall fruits of tbelr
November victory.
Sueaker Mciiuirn nt thn Assembly. was amons

tbe callers upon the Mayor yesterday. Mr. Mctialrebad a long talk with Mr. Wickhatn, and as
be was going $way the Mayor remarked:."You
were rather hard in your speech the otner day on
tbat constituency near the Adirondack Mountains,
In tbe opinion of some of mr rural iriends." Mr.
McUuire laughingly answered"Weil, 1 did not
believe that constituency knew so much utiout the
local wants of this city us tbe representatives or
tbe ctty in the legislature. Tnat was the ground
lor that Ad Irondark allusion 01 mine." Tbe Mavor
laughed heartily at tUln, aun while he was trying
to compose his leature* Mr. McUuire stopped
down and out of the Mavor's private room Into
tbe main hallway 01 the city Hall.
Tbe sensation or the day at the Mayor's office

yesterday was the marriage of a German couple.
The bride, despite the rain, put in an appearance,
with no bonnet. 'rue beauty 01 rier luxuriant head
of dark browu hair was exquisitely *et oif witu
orunce blossoms and plump, fat, fair and not
wl'.hln twentr years of forty as she was, and attiredneatly in a biack dress, fitting closely to the
form, It is no wonder that the Mayor wusalittle
nervous during the ceremony.
Tbe two Campbells of tho Assembly. T. Cooper

and Timothy ; Assemblymen Daly and Dessar and
Alderman Blassiug paid their respects to the
Mayor yesterday afternoon.

PICTURES OF POVERTY.

SCENES A3 ST. JOHN'S GULLD AND IN THE

HOMES OP THE POOR.
The hekald'8 readers are ramuiar wttn me

noble mission of charity performed by the volunteervisitors of Su John's Guild. This name the
HKhali) often has occasion to mention, and always
with respect and honor. In summer as well as
winter this unsectarlaa and liberal Boclety has
won our sympathies; at onetime by Its floating
hospital for the sick children of the poor; at anotherby Us efforts to cairy food and fuel Into the
Homes of the famishing workmen at a time when

nearly all onr Industries are in some manner

paralyzed and our tenements are filled with
nnwilling clalmauts of charity. St. John's
Guild respects the people it feeds, knowingthat the great mass ot them are
hard working and useful citizens who, strive as

they may, cannot realize any considerable credit
at the bank, and do fairly well to keep tUeir lanro
lamliies comfortable in prosperous times. To preventthese iamiiics from breaking to pieces and
falling a prey to evil influences and their own
necessities; to preserve all tne industrial forces
that radiate from these poor men's homes; to
avoid the danger of almshouses and prisons absorbinguseful lives and valuable labor, such is the
true misBlonot St. John's Guild. But beyond these
imposing facts, awar back of the Guild room*, in
the depths of tue mine to which No. 52 Varick
street is the opening, and upou which it sheds
liijht from heaven above, there are the
toners ami the sufferers imprisoned in
the depths and enduring horrlbie tor1tares in the darkness. What will
oar readers say or this group mnminea Dy the
flickering light of a candle in the bands ol a
ciiance passer-by? In a darn cellar in Franklin
street. In a place miestea by rats, Dr. Brush, one
or Uie tireless pnysicians 01 tlie Guild, saw tbi*
scene. A tnan srreiebeu on a few boards In the
corner or a noisome Hole reeking with fetid
odors and tbe wails covered by glistening frost.
No windows. A tallow candle, dripping grease
over tbe band and sleeve or tbe puysician, tbe
only light. The sick man, It was discovered, waa
paralyzed. A little distance away a woman
round lying on a pallet or rags, and in tue woman'sai ms a new-born child. Tins child, uorn at
ionr o'clock In tbe morning, discovered by tbe
doctor at rour tn toe afternoon. The woman,
t welve hours without nurse orattention and many
more hours without rood or Are.
Yet an angel had passed through this cellar and

lert ber footprints on Its filthy floor.an angel
eighty years or age, with as little raiment as
angels are represented by tbe artists to wear.
In an adjoining cellar there lived a chUTonier,

who wan an octogenarian and feeble, but who was
cast from the stuff 01 which heroines and angels
are made. Hearing a noise in the neighboring
cellar, wnicb nad awakened her after midnight.
tbe old do not sleep soundly just beiore sunrise.
sho hvi listened attentively. Wlien sue neard
groans and sous from the neighboring cellar she
comprehended the event about to take place.
She groped her way in tbe darkness to
her neighbor's side. She tore the skirt of her
dress into bandages to supply the sntTerer.
Sho stood patiently at the bedside, and In
the duiitness as a nurse. By and oy sue had occa-
sion to go out into tbe alleyway leading to the
street and she must have felt that tbe morning
was bitter coid. Sho certainly noticed tnat it was
growing unite light, and betnuught tier of her daily
avocation and the crust of bread dependeut upon
her success. Success did not always attend tuts
woman aged and intirm. Sue went shivering
back into the cellar. Then what aid she do ? She
groped her way Co the pallet witerc mother aud
baoy were lying. She kaelt down and iondied
them, her tears dropping on the mother's face.
Who can tell what dr. am* and memories
ol days gone oy were flitting through
her braiu? She inmbled about her dress
for a moment and then stood erect. A
moment alter she took tbe child in ber arms and
almost lustantly returned it to its mother
wrapped in a warm oovering. About to faco tbe
bitter ulast ol tbe morning this venerable rag
picker had removed her only pcttico it irom under
her torn dress to wrap up the little waif God had
sent into this cellar.
This same physioiao two days ago set the ankle

of a woman of seventy, who had broken lier leg
there in crossing tbo street. Tbe woman lived
with her grandchild, a little boy, and all they had
In the world to eat were a few frozen
potatoes, which the boy fonnd in a
garbage barrel. These they baked, two
at a time and only wbau they were very hungry,
at a neighbor's Are. They had no tire nor means
to make one of their own. Yet this woman had

hfir heart's blood, her bov. lier Drotoctor.
support and her) to the war, and had wept and
moaned and refused to be comforted when ins
tme heart and bin stout arm lay pulseless and
stilled on tbe wet field or Sbiloh. Aud to-day,
almost in the shadow of the (lug lie fell in carry,inn, the aged motiier, tortured by pain, shlvenug
with cold, first found rellei in Sr. Jonti's Guild,
from the necessity of making ber dally dinner
of a lrozen potato.

st. John's guild belief fond.

Tbe following additional contributions have been
received by the Rev. Alvah Wlswa'.l, Master or St.
John's Guild, and paid over to Audrew VV. Leg
gat, Almoner:.
A. T. Stewart $250 00
Thompson, knapp ft t'o 6J 00
Anonymous, per Rev. VV. ailock, Htiimtbrd,

Conn 12 j0
From A Young l.adv, per Howard Carckumcn.. CO no
A f riend 2 00
F. Z., for the people 2 00
Anonymous 10 no
' In tne MUlst of l.ile We Arc in Death" H IH)
P. Duclos, per William h. Wiley !> 00
N. o..for the starving, per William It. Trarers.. 2il 00
J. B. Blyduntiurg 15 00
A. Lenten Off#-tug, per G. J. N. ZabrisiUc 1 (X)
S-aie of iMupiv Barrels 8 00
G. D. W 1 0

Total $444 AO
Previously acknowledged 10, lW) Si

Grand total $10.KM i>8
Contributions are earnestly solicited, and may

be sen: to the Hkkam» orilce, or to the ttev. Alvah
Wiswall, No. 62 Vanck street.
Archibald Montgomery anil a lew friends sent

from the Produce Kxchange yesterday a hoii,
weighing over 1,100 pounds, to he distributed
among the poor.

THE CUBAN MOVEMENT.

Yesterday morning 8 telegram was received tn
this city irom the Unban colony at Key West, prayingthat Colonel Paclieco might accompany Colonel
l*io Kosado on his mission to K< y West to collect
innda at that place (or carrying on the war ol independencetn Cuba. Pacheco is the patriot who
lately crossed In an open boat Irom Jamaica, with
Important despatches to the President of the
Cuban Republic, making arrangements for tho
landing m luture expeditions. Colonel I'io Kosado
left with Tachcco lor Key West last evening in
the Galveston steamer City ot Wnco, under the
auspices ol the n^wl.v formed Cuoan Society, La
luuepeudencla de Cuba. Among the Cuban* who
came to the pier to wish nim and the cause of
"i uba Libre" Godspeed were Colonel Annuel Ccspedes,son of tne late President ol the Republic
of Cuba; Colonel Miguel Itarnet, a distinguished
ofllcer in tho "Mainni" ranks; Leandro Rodirigu z. treasurer ol the above mentioned society;
Captain More?, Jos6 Peila, M. l.amar. M. La Madrid,Y. i'ruzillo, E. H. Gato, M. Valdez, a large
number of Cuban worklngnien, who hold Kosa io
lu great affection; likewise several colored men
and Chinese, formerly slaves in Cuba, in spite of
the rain the gathering around the heroes of the
day was a large one, and considerable enthusiasm
prevailed. Kosado. It may be mentioned, Is ibe
man wbo, unaccompanied, carried a flag of
trnce into the town of Santiago de Cnna and nad
an Interview with the military commandant ol
that town, and. wonderinl to relate In his case,
the Spaniard* respected the parliamentaryflag. Mr. Rodriguez sent a telegram
to the Cuban Associticlon del 8ur at Key West,
lniorml ng tnem of the departure ol the steamer,
oorrtmi? Unan<1n ami t»« An rtioiv % » ><«»(<

mission. The cuiian colony at Key Weal, which
numbers from 3,000 to 4,ooo souls, is reported to b«
willing to make large saoritlces, lor senulug oat
expeditions to bring about tne liberation ot their
country. They pave a considerable sum, a lew
months since, to colonel Lopez yueralta, an oillcer
or the Cnban forces, who, during the late war in
this country, was on the staff ot uenerai John Cochrane,ior sending out resources to "Cuba Libre."
It is exDected that tins mission oi Pachecu and Kocadowill Be productive of great good (or toe
cause.
News has been received in this city to the effect

that iho patriots have burned a very large number01 pii»DUttiona m tbe neighborhood oi Kerne-

FLB SHEET.

n iraa ciime.
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ujsa&reeaDie -ueveiopjiieiiLis
by the Gentle Rain.

THE SNOW, THR SLUSH AND THE FILTH

Ice in the Rivers and Sound
Breaking Up.

The cold wave, which, la Its intensity and con*

tlnnanco, has made thin a winter long to be re- !
membered, and which ba» stirred up the conser-
vativc citizen to a bnnt amoug musty tomes and
antique records to And a precedent which miglit
plead in justification of it, bns come to an end.
Once airaln gentle Pluvlus had lent til* aid to the
Street Cleaning Department, and undertaken the
work of cleaning oar streets and avenues undis-
mayed at the prospect of a labor compared with
which those of Uercules were mere child's play.
The various theories upon climatic changes which
have engaged the attention of philosophers and
savants for the past lew weeks to an alarming extonf.nwifinrr foaru that fchft flnlf MtrflflTn. Which

from time immemorial has borne upon its broad
bosom the revivifying neat of tbe tropics ontvunl
toward tbe hyperborean region, hau lost Its staid
propriety or action, nnd was careering
through the broad expanse of Old Ocean, no

one might know where; that tbe earth was

changing its relations to the sun, and that vegetationand the consequent comfort and serenity of
mankind were to be dismally affected thereby;
that the aurora borealls bad somehow been
snatched out of existence, and so Its genial
effect upon tbe temperature, whatever it might
be, bad come to an untimely end; that It wonld oe

found necessary to replant and nourish all the
trees which have been cut down and used lor firewoodand building houses during the past lew
centuries in order that "terrestrial absorption and
radiation" might be restored to its pristine equi-
llbrium.all these and a thousand more theories
and prognostications dire, with which nervous o d
ladies of both sexe3 have been affrighted, can now
oe permitted to hybemate until the "col l snap"
oi next season agaiu revives them to Irolic and
gibber through tbe brains of theM Inventors.
Meanwhile the average practical citizen awakes
to tne discomforts resulting Iroin snow and slush
with which the streets abound and which may he
compared to the learful horror of dust and dirt
which the negligent housemaid raises when once
aroused to the necessity of cleaning.

A NOTABLE FKATURE

ol the recent cold season has been the bad effect
on tbe reputation of an aged ana well known citizenresiding in .Washington, and generally known
as "Old Probabilities." Tbe predictions of this
gentleman bad come to have an important, effect
upon our business and social life, and the consciousnessthat he has receuUy "loot his hold" is

miica uepioreu. ae uas rciigiousiy uuuuavureu iu

meet t&e popular demand by promising warmer

weather, bus without the desired effect. EvidentlyHe had become somewhat demoralized by
his success, as yesterday, Use the old weather predieterIn the almanacs, be covered a large extent
of possibilities by announcing "warmer weather
and cloudy, with possibly rain or snow." He was

rignt. The oold Incontinently fled during Friday
night Defore the area or low barometer, moving
westward, and in the morning the temperature
resembled tbat of an early spring day .wind in ttie
east. The sun endeavored to break through the
mist whicn enshrouded it lor a snort time, but
gave up tne struggle early and yielded to a genuineand persistent rain, winch continued through
tne day. For the first lew hours or tue moruinir
the lrost in the ground caused the rain to freeze
on the suriace, and the walks and roadways w<-re
a glare 01 ice, dangerous to tne pedestrian and
the draught animals compelled to be abroad. The
contest oetweeu the frost, lutreuched within the
earth, and the warmtn of the tailing rain was,
however, of short duration, and tnen came the
siush and the mud and the dirt.choked up watercoursesflooding the streets and crossways, and
rendering a passage without the accompaniment
or wet leet almost impossible. The siush w:ts
everywhere, tlliiug tne street, lrom which the
moving horses spattered It right and left, inflictinginunlie damage to good clothes and genial
tempers. On the sidewalks, wnich had not
been tree or snow and ice for weeks,
owing to tne severity of tne weather, causing ine
auxions pedestrian to move as though walking ou
eggs tor whlcn lie had icreat respect; ou the rubbercuat or a disgusted car driver, and perched
aoove Ins eyebrows, aua so lauiug into his eves as
he "pulled" a malignant scowl at the wamug pasisenger; in the parks and 111 the gutters, m tne
halls and passages, disturbing the proverbial se:renity of Undget and bringing forth an expression
ol disgust iroin her mistress.everywhere prcduc;lng annoyance and discomiort.

"Well, the hydrants are all loose, or soon will
be," said an anxious-minded citizen seeking consolitlon. "No more danger iroin tires," ami tie
was right, and a continuance or the earnest etloris
ot the Fire Department to keep tne supply of w ter
available was rendered unnecessary. The poor
man was lain to be satisfied with this; it constitutedttie onlv gleaju ol light amid the darkness.
Tue nou-eniorceinenl or

TUB CITY ORDINANCE
regarding the keeping clear 01 the gutters added
very materially to tue uupleusant condition 01 ttie
streets, as the water, thrown out 01 its usual
channels, flowed over the sld twalkn and luto the
roadways, in many places completely Hooding
them ere it found its way to the entrance 01 tne
ecwers. in many cases, too, these became choked
up with a composite of snow and ice and li!tn,
rendering necessary the immediate attention of
those 111 tne neighborhood in order to prevent the
basements oeiuir floo lcd.
The necessities of travel and the neglect or in1competency of the Street (-leaning Dcoarlmcut

had cansed the snovr in many ol tne' narrow
streets to be thrown to the curbstone, where,
witu the tailing rain, the ice and dirt formed a
mixture through which it was almost impossible
i/U j'ttaa. nut n nj uiauu uiuif uitJilt D) fcllO
occasional dilapidated wagon aud disused coal
cart embedded in it. in same instances tue water
nere had covered the sidewalks and threatened to
Hood the cellars. A report was In circulation
during the day that along South and West streets
tnc water had flowed tuck In the sewers and was
flooding the basement stories. A visit to iliosa
localities, however, snowed tills to be untrue.
Near the toot 01 Barclay street, on the west sine,
a service pipe had broken, with the effect of lllun^
tne cellar of one or two outluinga, irom wnicn re'lays or men were throwing it out with palls; but
the damage was not serious, in sumo oi the
worst localities m the city the rain and consequentthaw developed indescribable tilth, which. IT
leit to lester and rot in its present position during
the coming spring, la certain to breed an epuicmic
which will do much toward decreasing the surplus
population or the section. The wind continued
tiasteny during the day aud up to a late hour tue
ram showed uo signs or abatement.

SIGNAL OFFICE RKTOKT.
A visit to the Hignal Office developed the followlowingiaois:.The storm, which came iron: the

West, was general, covering the whole oountry.
Rain prevailed generally south or 40 degrees
north latitude, aud north of that snow. Tne belowzero temperature in the Upper Mississippi
Valley had disappeared. The morning reports
showed that the storm west el the Mississippi
River had oeen rollowed by clearing weatner and
freezing temperature. No iilgli winds prevailed.
Tne raiu throughout the South Atlantic Mates
was exceptionally heavy, ranging Irom one to
two inches.

THE KERRY CKOS8INU8.
The residents or Brooklyn and Jersey city doing

business in New IforK expressed the hope yesteroavthat the anno>ance» experienced in crossing
aud recrossing toe hast and North rivera would
soon cease. Milder weather, accompimied by
rain, was especially welcome to this ciass,
as they knew that the Ice King would
succumD to tnese influences only. The winter
to such citizens has been partlcu.arly disagreeable.Inhabitants older than the majority could
no' recall a period wherein so many difficulties
had been met with In navigating me waters about
tne city. Muggy and rainy days they now pray
lor. aa "dirty'' weather will tpecdllr release tiiem
from a thraldom that has proved very embarrassingand entailed many inconveniences. I'rool of this
was manliest yesterday, long oeiore noon. In tiie
early morning the flood tide floated up the East
wver cousiueraoie ice, ana lor awhile the badly
abused pilots ol the ferry boat* feared there would
be trouble. Happily the rain increased in violence,
when, before many hours, the larger and thicker
block! of ice began to sink deeper and deeper, and,
becoming honeycombed, the tuga and other pacingcraft made short work of the obstruction. Broken
Into small pieces, and those very rotten, the terry
boats experienced no difficulty worth mentioning.The easterly wind prevailing lor the past two days
has materially aided the clearing of the East
Hiver, as It nas driven down tne bay anu out to
sea the heavier ice. but little of which will return
to annoy and kinder the dally travel to and lrom
Brooklyn.
At tue Soutn ana Hamilton avenue ferries the

same story wan told, and the several employes
were delighted at the prospect of a river auu bay
again free fruoi ice. In tne slips on the Hroukiyn
side there gathered a sufficient quantity oi thu
larger huminocki In the morning to give annoy-
auce of a trivial nature, but this was soon over-
come, and no further trouble occurred during
tne day. The same condition or affairs exItawd oa tbo Mvrib itiv«& mil*u um mcuuuiu*

7
ottered the whole troth, "the boats were on fin*
all the day." l'Ue Harlem and taornsanla boat#
also made their trip* wltn ureac regularity, much
to trie delight ol those who elintr to tins rao<ie|A>f
conveyance to the upper end of Manhattan island,
whatever ibe nature o( tbe weatner.

souno navigation.
Tbe rain of yesterday was aiao welcomed wittk

much heartiness by tlie captains and agents of
cue aouud steamers. Not for many years bus Long
ls»and souul been frozen to »ueh an exrent a*
diinDR tbe p.ist week, in winters gone by lea
would t>e mat with at times in lar^e quantities.
nil' noi euouifu 10 prevent mese i<true crutt iruui
lighting their way through to their destination.
Tne iast memorable wiuter in this respect was
toat ot 185«-'7, when souie of the lines that ply oa
the sound aid not despatch boats lor a period
oi nearly four weeks. Kveu then the spectacle
oi tue entire expanse of water at some point*
being covered with a crystal plain fifteen
or twenty luctes thick, was not experienced, as
has been the ca.sc recently, it is probable, however,hat yesterdav inaugurated the resumption
oi navigation on the bound lor both freight and
passengers, as it was tte intention of tho agents
oi one or more of the lines to withdraw the boats
fr >ui (he ouuidc pasuaue, via Sandy Hook, and
despatch them by the old rvute.

TUB BUOYS IN TIIK BAT.
Tne Lighthouse Board of this district will em*

brace the lirst opportunity to replace the buoys ia
the bay carried away bv ihc ice. Wnen this is accomplishedthe Sandy Hook pilots will (eel greatly
relieved, as tne risks ot accident to luward or oatwardbound vessels siuce tbe^e bnoys have been
out of placo nave been greatly increased. The
skill of the pilots, however, is such that the winter
has thus tar passed witccut any mishap of a
serious character.

lCEUKKdS IN TJIE HUDSON.
Manv of the ferryboat pilots and captains of

steam tugs may not oa aware oi the danger winch
has just commenced to beset navigation In tha
North River. Yesterday afternoon there appeared'
scattered over the water several huge masses of
i<-e, which wouid certainly prove utterly destructiveto a tag that would nave the luck to coilldfr
with them. About tive o'clock a very large mas#
or ice was seen flouting lazily down the stream
across the track of ail tue terries. It covered an
area of about 4o0 square leet, and rose above tn»
sunace to a height or about dvc or six leet. Inasmuchas such ice heaps extend below the surfaceseven or eight times the distance that tber
rise above it this niia must have almost touched
the bottom oi tln*river. This is the more probable,as it stood lor a long time unluuueuced by th®
ttoe winch rolled over it. Several other mimaa
ture bergs have beeu waited down on the advent
or tne thaw, aud had the weather been foggy
they might have occasioned many grave accidents.U Is probable that the formation aud
unit or such accumulations of the dangerous elementwill continue lor a lew days. They coma
chleilr irom along me river banks, where they
were formed during the prevalence of the Intense
cold.

ON LONG ISLAND.
The Str itfonl Shoal llghtbo.it nas been driven

from her moorings by the ice, and is now at the
cant end o: the Sound. There are a 1 irgo number
oi vessels fast m the ice and drilling about witb
the tide.
The people of linbylon and other places on th«

Great South Bay are just now having great sport
with iceboats. There is to be a grand iceboat re-

A lame seal oi the Arctic species, weigmng 181
pounds, was shot on Hie ice in Jamaica Buy, oppositetne OceauusCiub House, by Alonzo Smith, a
day or two ago. This n Uie tairu seal known to
have been killed in the tmy.
In e msequenco of the old weather the oyster

shipments irom polms along the Ureat Suutn Bay
have very perceptibly declined. Several planters
have lost heaviiy, owing to the fact that the ice,
freezing to the o ittom, has carried the oysters off
the grounds with uie tuie. Probably thousands of
bustie.s nave been lost in tills way. All tne oyster*
s<?m to market now are taken througu holes cat
in the ice.a tedious and expensive process.

THE ICE AT WHITESTONK.
A despatch irom tne Hkkaitu telegraph stationWnitestoue,L. I., states that the ice off that1

point begins to exhibit sums of breaking up, and
there is a lair channel open through irom Hell
Gate to the Sound. Steamers do not experiencevery much ditllculty getting through. Altogetherthe prospect appears to be la l&vor of a>
general thaw setting in.

AN ICE-BOUND PBOPELJJ3B.
The propeller City 01 Norwalk has for a number,

or days been fast in the Ice and floating about
within sight oi the village oi Stony Brook. A day
or two ago her captain and a part of her creir
succeeded in reaching Crane Neck Point, and went
to Stony Brook after provisions, having had nothingto ear, tor a number of days Aceptiug frozen
raw oysters. Tiie Captniti stated that he had only
coal enough to run about an hoar.

A PERILOUS VOYAGE.
THE ADVENTURES OF THE FISHING HCHOONEB

CIIAIUiES A ROPEB AND HEB FBOSTUITTEM

Yesterday morning the tishlng schooner Charles'
A. Roper, of Gloucester, Muss., of seventy tons
burden, which vessel Uai had ti wonderful escape*
from being s:inK by the ice, commenced discharge
jng her cargo of frozen herring, caugnt ofl Cape
Ann Shoals, alongside the Wasnington Wholesale
fish Market. Tlie vess-i when she came Into porr
was covered from si era to stern with ice. which,
h..u also covered the rigging to a considerable)
height The loiiowmg statement of thiB perilous
vmage wii-s iiMde veaterduy f>y her captain, Mr..
W. H. Kirby, to a Herald reporter:.

We le>t Cape Ann two weeks ago. and on ao
count of tempestuous weamer had to put into
Newport, where the ice carried away two of mr
anchors and Mteen lat.noiu- of chain. Alter this L
started tor New York, fighting my way through
the ice till off [>'ire Island, wnere we Dad a leariul.
struggle to get along. 1 lie wind cnt through you
liKe a knlie, and my mate, the crew and myself
were all frostbitten, but are now lecovering; theookescaped, however," added the captain, with
a snule, "owing to the i*mtey tire. It is the most
terrible voyage I ever remember, i s iDsequentl*
fell in wi;h a steamtag, which broagut me IntaF
port for $loo.and ail's weil that ends well,"

A GOOD SUGGESTION.
To tub Kditor op the Ukkm.d:.
Noticing the several articles in the Herald ou

the eUect of frost on plumbin? work, and
especially your rather uncomplimentary remarks
on plumbers, very many of whom are competent
mechanics, as well as honorable men, and believingthat you would be unwilling, knowingly, to do
an injustice to any one. and at the same time leellngconfident that your object is to benefit the
public by giving the beat information la regard to
this very Important branch of mechanics, I am
constrained to suggest a way which, in my opinion,will, ir carried out. prevent in the
future the troubles experienced during the presentcold weather.namely, fro/en water pipes.
Ana my idea is simply that owners of
houses should employ to do their work a
plumber oi at least fait reputation ana par him a
price that would enable mm to ao the Job in the
best manner (w.uch will be cheapest in the long
rnnj an i not, its is usually done, by contract,
a warding the job to the plumber who offers to do
it lor the least number of dollars (which, in the
long run, is always the dearest). Having Dad a
good deal 01 experience, though I am not in the
business myseli, 1 am sure such a course would be
foiind a remedy lor tlie evil prevailing so exteu-
nivny lit present, i mum it wui oe geueraur aumittedtout It la passible to find some place
in every house wnere the pipes could oe
placed where they would be protected
from frost ir tue owner is willing to
allow lor the extra expense that might be
noaried; and l tit I n k It but lust to sajr that lex#
blame really attaches to tue plumber lor poor
worn than to patties who employ them. Inasmuch
nh it has become tne general rule to take from
three to a dozen estimates tor every jot) amountingto over 310, and to employ the lowest bidder.
Now, as lonar as plunioinir worn Is squeezed down
to low figures people may. and 1 think ought to,
expecttronhle.it nelng altogether unreasonable
to expect that plumbers, any more than other
mechanics, will do first class work lor less han
sucn work would cost them; and finally, 1 venture
the assertion tiiift nine out or ten cases whore tho
water supply is stopped bv frost, elt!;er Inside the
house or outside in tue street, If the tfuth could
be ascertained, would tie lound to be where the
work was originally done by contract.

THE BOARD OF FIRE UNDERWRITERS.
The Mew York Board or Fire Underwriters,

which for several days has been adjusting a disputebetween certain companies belonging to the
Board, have brought the matter to ao amioabie
conclusion by the adoption of a series of resolutions.After settinir forth that there has been a
sua want of good faith oo the part of some membersof the Board toward their associates, resolutionswere adopted reoummendtng the Board to
reaffirm its declaration in fSvor oi the maintenanceof the system of sciieinle rating, bat to
allow abatements irom toe standard ratu in csr-
lata specifier! can's. Other resolutions abrogate *

tlie compact with the Board or Fire Insurance
brokers, and repeal sll rules prohibiting tlie exchangeof business wltn companies not member*
of tne Board or Fire Underwriter*

THE STONECUTTERS.

A meetln* of the Journeymen stonecutters wm
beid at their ball, corner of Twenty-tAlrd street
and second avenue, on Friday evening, at whicn
a voie of thanks was passed to tb% President of
the Board of Aldermen and to thoee members who
voted in the affirmative on the resolution wbicn.
was paitsed at their last session, directing t*e
Commissioners 01 Docks and or Parks to have tbft
stone used in the construction or doeks and piers,
together with what stone may i>e hereafter used
in the public pai k», cut in tuts citi and by restUfuljQpcbM4«»


